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“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

MAST Services
MAST has the experience, capability and global presence to provide comprehensive support 
to our clients.

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

This report is copyright of Maritime Asset Security and Training (MAST) © 2017. All rights reserved.

This report is intended to provide general information about maritime intelligence topics but does not provide individual advice and the creators 
assume no liability for the accuracy, completeness or adequacy of any information contained herein, or though links you will find in it. Further-
more, using this report or sending MAST emails does not create a service provider- client relationship. It is intended only as an introduction to 
ideas and concepts only. It should not be treated as a definitive guide, nor should it be considered to cover every area of concern or regarded as 
an advice.

If you copy from this report, you have to refer to Maritime Asset Security and Training (MAST) Ltd as the source of the copied material.

You may not, except with our express written permission, commercially exploit the content. 

Maritime

• Counter piracy 

• ISPS services

• Training

• Dispute Resolution - Arundel Resolution 

Risk Consulting

• Due Diligence

• Risk management

• Crisis management

• EOD Services

• Training

Technical Yacht Security 

• Cyber Assurance Services

• System Design, Installation and Maintenance

• Bespoke Access & Oversight Capabilities

• Vessel Wide Risk System Integration

• Project Survey and Audits

• Technical Consultancy

• Cyber Risk Consultancy

• TSCM Sweeping Services

• Comms Vulnerability Assessments 

Physical and Asset Protection 

• Close Protection

• Residential Security

• Security Chauffeurs

• Events and Clubs

• Training

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
http://www.mast-security.com/
http://www.arundelresolution.com/
http://mast-security.com/en/services/cyber-assurance-services/
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MAST UK
+44 (0)1279 216 726 
operations@mast-security.com 

MAST Singapore
+65 8302 7561
ben.stewart@mast-security.com

24/7 Emergency Telephone:
+44(0) 117 916 6012

The Maritime Intelligence Report Series focuses on:

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could 
affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil con-
flict are directly impacting on maritime operations; and

• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, pi-
racy and other related criminal activity.
 
MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first
hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is
entrenched and committed in continuing to support
and promote the awareness of the very real risks that
seafarers and other stakeholders face.
 
This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of
MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence
specialises in providing clients with a suite of products 
and services, including; political and economic risk 
analysis, detailed port and vessel security briefs, vessel 
passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk 
management.
 
Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts,
MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service per-
taining to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter  to keep abreast 
with these insightful weekly reports and more — in-
cluding real time security updates.

Editor: David Rider
www.mast-security.com

8th November 2017

Issue 101 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the fragile and conflict affected 
coastal states Libya, Somalia and Yemen. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, incidents affecting 
maritime security and influencing maritime news are also reported and analysed, focusing on 
the keys theatres of maritime instability.  

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”
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“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

Indian Ocean Region 
Yemen’s armed forces unveiled a new domestically-made naval missile, a report said. The new missile 
dubbed “Mandab 1” was put on display on Tuesday 7th during an exhibition in the Arab country’s west-
ern port city of Hudaydah, Saba news agency reported. Head of Yemen’s Supreme Political Council Saleh 
al-Samad visited the show and inspected the new missiles. Speaking during the event, a senior Yemeni 
navy commander said the “high-precision” missiles were manufactured domestically.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report. 
 
India to offer intelligence sharing
As Chinese Naval presence in the Indian Ocean region becomes 
more pronounced, India for the first time ever has offered to 
share “real time information and intelligence” with the navy of 
countries like Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, Sri-Lanka, Mauri-
tius and other friendly countries to counter conventional and 
non-conventional threats. The threats include drugs, human 
trafficking, smuggling and territorial disputes in the South-China 
Sea.

Iran’s Supreme Leader appoints new navy chief
Iran’s state TV reports that the country’s Supreme Leader has 
appointed a new navy chief. The report on Nov. 5th said that 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei appointed Admiral General Hossein 
Khanzadi as Iran’s new navy commander. His predecessor, Ad-
miral Habibollah Sayyari, served in the post for 10 years.

Indian Navy steps up patrolling of Indian Ocean Region
The Indian Navy is broadening its patrol areas in the Indian 
Ocean Region to cover all choke points in the face of increasing 
maritime threats, its chief Sunil Lanba told media on Nov. 5th.

Sri Lanka pushing for Indian Ocean code of conduct in  
navigation
Sri Lanka is pushing for rule-based navigation in the Indian 
Ocean, where there is currently a gap in the global framework, 
Deputy Economic Policy Minister Harsha de Silva said. “We have 
been having exploratory talks with the major users of the Indian 
Ocean,” de Silva told a meeting form the Australia New Zealand 
business council of the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce in Colom-
bo on Tuesday 7th.

To read about MAST’s services and standing threat assessment 
in the Indian Ocean Region, please click here.

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

Hijack

Kidnap 
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Suspicious Activity 
Theft 

1st December 2015 HRA limits

http://www.mast-security.com/en/services/counter-piracy/indian-ocean/
http://mast-security.com/i/Downloads/MAST_Intrep_missile_attack_on%20coalition_warship.pdf
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
http://www.mast-security.com/
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Somalia
The US military for the first time has conducted two air strikes against Isis group fighters in Somalia. A 
US official said the strikes were carried out on Nov. 3rd in northeastern Somalia, with the first around 
midnight local time and the second later in the morning. The official was not authorised to discuss the 
mission publicly so spoke on condition of anonymity. 

Control of Somali territory (February 2017) Source: Wikime-
dia Commons

State Department asks US citizens to leave Somali capital
The State Department on Saturday 4th requested all non-essen-
tial US citizen employees leave the Somali capital of Mogadishu 
due to “specific threat information against U.S. personnel.”

AU mission positions troops across Somalia ahead of exit
The African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) said it is under-
taking a series of troop movements, aimed at re-aligning con-
tingent compositions in various forward operation bases across 
Somalia as part of its exit strategy.

Demonstrator killed in Somali Puntland protest over port con-
cession
A protester was killed in the town of Bosaso in Somalia’s semi-
autonomous Puntland region on Wednesday 1st after demon-
strations broke out in opposition to a concession deal for the 
management of its port, residents said.

Al Shabaab/ISIS
Govt forces seize key areas from Al-Shabaab
Somali government troops on Sunday 5th captured the Al 
Shabaab strongholds in Lower and Middle Shabelle regions in 
the south of Africa Country, Garowe Online reported. The com-
mand of Somali National Army (SNA) said the forces wrested 
control of Basra, Bulo-Kuto, Daniga Balow, and Jabalul with no 
major resistance after the militants fled from the villages ahead 
of the troops’ advance.

• Ethiopia deployed approximately 1,000 security forces from 
Ethiopia into the Gedo region, Somalia on November 1st.
• Two AS terrorists were killed in battle with military troops in 
Lamu County. The soldiers were on their normal patrol of the 
area at around 6pm on Thursday 2nd when they came into con-
tact with the armed militants.

Analysis
Al Shabaab continues to mount operations against civilian and 
military targets in Somalia, seizing military bases and equipment 
before being driven off by AMISOM forces. The group has been in-
creasingly active in recent weeks, despite combined action against 
them from Somali, African Union and US forces.  
Threat Assessment
Somalia held Presidential elections in February 2017. After a 
peaceful transition of power, Somalia continues to face familiar 
problems. Al Shabaab frequently ambushes AMISOM and local se-
curity forces denying any significant process to the shaping of a sta-
ble country which is vital before Somalia can tackle humanitarian 
and economic issues. Somalia is recovering from a severe drought 
which led to widespread famine with an identified 2.9 million peo-
ple facing food insecurity. Youth unemployment in Somalia has 
not improved with 67% of Somali male youths aged between 14 
to 29 unemployed. Pirate financiers offer lucrative and attractive 
opportunities, and were seen to be increasingly active in the last 
inter-monsoon period. Somalia continues to be a permissive loca-
tion for kidnap and ransom piracy operations. Somalia has both an 
EU and UN arms embargo in place under UNSCR Resolution 2317 
in place until November 2017, which will likely be extended. The 
ongoing threat to shipping in the region has been made clear by 
the military bodies which monitor the region. A lack of adherence 
to BMP4 protocol, particularly not maintaining a safe distance off 
the coast, has increased risks to shipping. BMP4 advises: “non-
Somali fishing vessels should avoid operating or transiting within 
200nm of the coast of Somalia, irrespective of whether or not they 
have been issued with license to do so”. Merchant vessels would 
be wise to maintain the same distance from the coast, particularly 
ensuring that the Socotra Gap isn’t taken. All vessels are advised 
to update risk assessments and register with UKMTO/MSCHOA 
prior to entering the Indian Ocean High Risk Area.

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

 Under control of Al Shabaab and allies
 Under control of neutral forces
 Under control of Government and allies
 Somaliland Government
 Territory disputed by Puntland and Somaliland

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
http://www.mast-security.com/
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Control of Yemen territory (November 6th 2017)

Source:  Wikimedia Commons

Yemen
Saudi Arabia says it intercepted a ballistic missile fired from Yemen, after a loud explosion was heard 
near Riyadh airport on Saturday (Nov. 4th) evening. The missile was destroyed over the capital and frag-
ments landed in the airport area, officials quoted by the official Saudi Press Agency said. A TV channel 
linked to Houthi rebels in Yemen said the missile was fired at the King Khalid International Airport.

Saudi coalition closes all ports, airports
AP reports that in the wake of Saturday’s missile attack, the 
coalition closed all Yemen ports on Monday 6th. The Saudi-led 
coalition’s statement said the closures would be temporary and 
“take into account” the work of humanitarian and aid organiza-
tions.

AQAP/Houthi-Saleh
• ISIS carried out a suicide attack in Aden on Nov. 5th which 
they claim killed 69 counter-terror operatives.

Threat Assessment 
Bordering the southern Red Sea and the GoA, Yemen’s civil 
war shows no sign of abating. At present, neither side has the 
military superiority to reunite the country under a single gover 
nment. The front lines have remained relatively stable for the 
last few months, but no political solution has been agreed 
upon, despite UN led negotiations. The resultant humanitarian 
crisis in Yemen is severe and deepening with 14.1 million people 
identified by the UN as currently at risk from extreme hunger 
and famine.
Not entirely surprisingly given that the Saudi led coalition re 
supplies its military operations from the sea, the conflict has 
spilt into the maritime domain. The main protagonists have 
been the Houthi rebels and they have been remarkably suc-
cessful at targeting warships and auxiliary vessels with missiles, 
anti-tank rockets and remotely controlled boats laden with  
explosives. While it is possible that a commercial vessel could 
fall victim to poor targeting the most worrying development is 
the deployment of sea mines by the Houthis in the entrances 
to harbours. We believe these have been locally manufactured 
and the clear and present danger is that any that are not iden-

tified and removed by the Saudi forces will in time break free 
from their moorings and drift. While there is little cause for con-
cern right now, this is something we will be watching closely for 
in the coming months.
The terrorist threat, likely to be led by AQAP, has been dem-
onstrated against LNGC Galicia Spirit in October 2016 and MT 
Muskie in May 2017. Both were attempted but failed attacks 
which occurred in the BAM and were against fuel laden ves-
sels. The intent of the attacks was to detonate a bomb either 
on or alongside the target vessel in order to cause a spectacular 
and/or considerable environmental damage which would det-
rimentally affect navigation through the strait. Official reports 
on the Galicia Spirit detail evidence of attempted boarding and 
substantial damage to the hull and superstructure of the ves-
sel. The bomb detonated prematurely and was supported by 
RPG and small arms fire. Similarly, the second attempt on the 
MT Muskie failed. It is feasible that a similar attack will be at-
tempted in the future.
Advice from the Combined Maritime Forces (CMF), recom-
mends that merchant traffic transiting the Gulf of Aden to the 
Red Sea are advised to pass through the area between 44 00 
East in the Gulf of Aden and 13 00 N in the Southern Red Sea 
during the hours of darkness and exit the Traffic Separation 
Scheme to the West of the Hanish Islands in daylight hours. 
The frequency of these incidents, where vessels are approached 
and in some cases attacked by armed men in small boats, indi-
cates that the threat assessment remains ‘Substantial’ – an at-
tack is a strong possibility. The recent threat by Houtis to target 
oil tankers should not be ignored by CSOs and Masters. 

MAST recommends BMP measures be enforced and watches 
strengthened during transits in the region. 

Houthi 

Pro Hadi Government Forces

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP)

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
http://www.mast-security.com/
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UN Verification and Inspection Mechanism for Yemen (UNVIM)

The UN’s Secretary-General has decided to institute a UNVIM for the facilitation of commercial imports to Yemen, at the request 
of the Government of the Republic of Yemen and in line with Security Council resolution 2216 (2015). 

UNVIM is operational with immediate effect. Shipping companies or vessel owners shipping commercial goods or services to any 
port not under the direct control of the Government of Yemen (Salif, Mokha, Hudaydah and associated oil terminals) need to ap-
ply for permits upon departure of the port of origin of their cargo. For further details click here.  

UN arms embargo imposed by UN Security Council Resolution 2216 of 2015 is in place.  

Port Aden:  

 • The port of Aden is under the protection of the Republic of Yemen security forces. 

 • Merchant vessels wishing to enter Yemeni ports must first  apply for a permit through the Yemeni Ministry of Transportation; 
contact: yemen.transport@gmail.com for more information. 

 • Final clearance to enter Yemeni ports (with permits in place) is authenticated by the coalition guard ship. 

 • Port Ash Shihr: Fully operational. 

Port Salif: Fully operational.   

Port Hudaydah: Fully operational.  

Port Mokha: Status - Closed: Currently classified as ‘Not Safe’. 

Port Al Mukalla: Fully operational.     

Port of Balhaf: Status - Closed: LNG terminal remains closed. Now under control of Saudi and Yemeni forces.

Port of Ras Isa: Status - Closed. Safer oil terminal remains closed, Safer Company (SEPOC) does not allow vessels to berth at 
Safer Marine Terminal if they do not have an agreement signed by them according to the protocol between buyer and Yemeni 
government. 

Yemen Ports
On Monday 6th, the Saudi-led coalition closed all ports and airports in Yemen following a missile attack 
on Riyadh. The move is said to be temporary, but no time limits have been announced. Local agents 
report that ships awaiting berth at Hodeidah and Saleef anchorages were ordered to leave to a safe area 
outside ports.  Ships working cargo at berth were exempted from this order.  No information of such ar-
rangements were made in Aden and Mukalla.

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

http://www.vimye.org/
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
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Mediterranean 
Migrant rescue missions have saved more than 2,560 lives in the Mediterranean in recent days, but over 
30 people have died while attempting the perilous journey to Europe, the International Organization 
for Migration said on Saturday 4th. “Over 2560 migrants saved in the Mediterranean in the last 4 days. 
34 corpses recovered,” Flavio Di Giacomo, a spokesman for the UN migration agency, wrote on Twitter.

Italy probes deaths of 26 Nigerian women from migrant boats
Italian prosecutors are investigating the deaths of 26 Nigerian 
women - most of them teenagers - whose bodies were recov-
ered at sea. There are suspicions that they may have been 
sexually abused and murdered as they attempted to cross 
the Mediterranean. Five migrants are being questioned in the 
southern port of Salerno.

5 dead after migrant boat sinks off Libya
At least five migrants died and an unknown number were 
feared missing after their boat capsized off western Libya on 
Monday 6th, Libyan coast guard officials and a charity said.

‘At least 23 migrants’ found dead in Mediterranean
Rescuers pulled 700 people to safety in the Mediterranean 
and found 23 bodies during one operation on Friday 3rd, an 
Italian coastguard spokesman said, the second loss of multiple 
lives recorded in the area so far this week.

175 Syrian migrants reach Cyprus by boat
A boat carrying 175 Syrian refugees arrived Friday off north-
west Cyprus near the coastal resort of Paphos and the mi-
grants were safely brought to shore, police said Friday 3rd.

Libya coastguard rescues nearly 300 migrants at sea
299 migrants, who included 40 women and 19 children, were 
picked up early Tuesday 31st Oct. in Mediterranean waters 
off the western city of Zliten, navy spokesman General Ayub 
Kacem said.

The current migrant smuggling situation
With fighting ongoing in the migrant hub town of Sabratha, new 
doubts about arrangements between the EU-backed Govern-
ment of National Accord and local militias have emerged. Sabra-
tha has always been a smuggling hub for fuel and people traffick-
ers, but as the rival militias continue to fight, they’re taking their 
eye off the migrant boat ball, allowing more to put to sea. 
New threats from the Libyan Navy against NGO rescue missions 
to seize their vessels underlines the difficult operating environ-
ment in the Mediterranean. 
As weather conditions continue to worsen, it is likely that the 
death toll will continue to rise as more migrants put to sea in un-
suitable craft. While the number of crossings has fallen this year, 
the rise in fatalities is of huge concern to the UN who continue to 
look for ways on shore to prevent migrants reaching Libya in the 
first place. 

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

    Migrant crossings 2015-2017. Source:  UNHRC

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

Map depicting major migrant routes in the Mediterranean (Nov. 7th 2017).  Source: UNHRC 

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
http://www.mast-security.com/
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Libya
Italian police have seized 50 million euros worth of tablets of a synthetic opiate destined to be sold by 
the Islamic State (IS) group in Libya to raise funds for attacks, a court said Friday 3rd. Financial police dis-
covered over 24 million Tramadol tablets being transported from India to Libya at the port of Gioia Tauro 
in southern Italy. The painkiller has been described as the “fighter drug” as it is known to be popular 
among jihadists for its ability to dull pain and suppress fatigue.

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

Libyan confirms “security breach” at El Sharara oilfield
Libya’s state oil company said on Monday 6th there had been 
a security breach at its southern El Sharara oilfield on Sunday 
night. NOC blamed weak security for the incident at a facility 
called 186 station. It gave no details of the incident and did not 
say whether production had been affected.

Analysis
Despite recent productivity gains, the National Oil Company 
(NOC) announced on Tuesday 7th that Sharara oil field has again 
been attacked by unknown militia. Productivity was unaffected, 
with the field still pumping around 270,000bpd, but the attack 
will concern both the NOC and Field Marshal Haftar, whose forc-
es control the oil crescent.
The end of UN-led talks to find a peaceful solution to the cur-
rent political situation in the country is disappointing, with little 
obvious progresss made by the governments of the UN-backed 
Government of National Accord and the House of Representa-
tives, who control the oil fields and the majority of Libyan ter-
ritory.  While talks are slated to continue, no date has been set. 
Predictably, one of the main hurdles of the talks is the future 
role of HoR military commander Khalifa Haftar and whether he 
will control a unified Libyan army. Unsurprisingly, there are dis-
senting voices in the GNA regarding this. 
Following reports of its sinking after being shelled by the Libyan 
Coast Guard, the tanker Goeast was reportedly seen moored 
in Maltese waters. At the time of writing, the full story has yet 
to be made public, but the incident led the Liberian Registry 
to issue a warning to all Liberia-flagged vessels transiting the 
Mediterranean and Libyan waters. The risk to shipping remains, 
with Libyan Navy and CG elements clearly happy to open fire on 
merchant traffic they believe to be involved in smuggling. 

The arrest of several fuel smugglers in Italy last week highlights 
just how lucrative the trade is. It is likely that as weather con-
ditions worsen, making migrant operations less viable, Libyan 
militias will return to this as a source of revenue. 
Ports currently operational in Libya are: Benghazi, Zawiyah, 
Tripoli, Misrata, Marsa El Brega, Tobruk, Al Khoms, Marsa El 
Hariga. Farwah, Bouri, Zuwarah, Zuetina and Es Sider.

Threat Assessment
Ongoing issues with terminal safety remain an issue for the 
National Oil Company and Haftar’s forces who control the oil 
crescent. This situation is unlikely to change in the near future, 
particularly with the current militia fighting around Sabratha 
and Melittah and potential to spill over into oil pipeline attacks. 
The incident involving the Libyan Coast Guard and a tanker sus-
pected of invovlement in fuel smuggling once again underlines 
the extremely dangerous nature of Libyan waters and vessels 
should ensure they have the correct permission from the appro-
priate authority before entering. At the time of this report, at 
least one vessel remains under arrest for illegal fishing and tank-
er traffic is likely to be questioned by the Navy or Coast Guard 
upon entering Liyba’s TTW. The NGO/migrant exclusion zone re-
mains in effect, although the reduction in migrant numbers at-
tempting to cross from Libya has seen several NGOs downscale 
rescue missions in response. 
The majority of vessels calling at Libyan ports are trouble free, 
however there is scope for vessels to encounter local issues.  It 
is advised that before visiting a risk assessment is conducted on 
the area of operation and the fast moving political and military 
situations monitored closely.
MAST is able to provide risk assessments and crew training to 
improve situational awareness and risk appreciation. The addi-
tional threat to shipping should not be taken lightly. 

Control of Northern Libyan territory (Nov. 7th 
2017)

Source: Wikimedia Commons

Controlled by the Tobruk led government

Controlled by the Government of National Accord

Controlled by ISIS

Controlled by local forces

Controlled by Tuareg forces

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com
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“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

Gulf of Guinea
A British aid worker kidnapped last month in southern Nigeria has been killed, while three other hos-
tages have been freed, the Foreign Office announced on Nov. 6th. Ian Squire, an optometrist, was one 
of four Britons working for a medical charity in the Niger Delta when taken. Suspected militants stormed 
the rural community of Enekorogha on 13th October. UK and Nigerian authorities successfully negoti-
ated the release of Alanna Carson, David Donovan and Shirley Donovan.

Incidents:  
1. Anchored MV approached by suspicious vessel at 0030 UTC 
in position 05:59N - 001:14E, Lome Anchorage, Togo. One ves-
sel with 7 masked POB. Vessel approached MV with intent to 
board. Togo Navy alerted and a patrol boat arrived on scene. 
MV and crew Safe. Reported (MDAT) 3rd Nov. 

2. Panama-flagged tanker underway noticed two speed boats 
approaching at high speed at 1006 UTC in position 04:02.7N - 
007:03.5E, around 21nm SSW of Bonny Island, Nigeria. OOW im-
mediately raised the emergency alarm and Master notified the 
terminal who relayed the information to a Nigerian naval ship. 
Guns and ladders were sighted. The Master ordered the crew to 
secure all access to the vessel and retreat into the citadel. The 
bridge team commenced evasive manoeuvre to prevent the 
pirates from boarding. On seeing the approaching naval ship, 
the pirates aborted the attempted boarding and moved away. 
MDAT reported that 2 pirates had boarded but departed as the 
patrol ship arrived. The tanker continued her passage. All crew 
safe. Reported (MDAT/IMB) 1st Nov.   

Niger Delta Avengers declares fresh war on oil facilities
The Niger Delta Avengers announced that they were ending 
their ceasefire on Nov. 3rd and that it was planning fresh at-

tacks on Delta oil infrastructure. The group added that it was 
not interested in having further negotiations with the Federal 
Government.

The high cost of protection
Due to the volatile nature of Nigeria waterways, foreign ship-
ping companies spend over $45 million annually to escort their 
vessels from one point to another on Nigeria’s waterways, Ni-
gerian media reports.

Army commends EFCC for tackling illegal bunkering in Niger 
Delta
The General Officer Commanding, GOC, 6 Division, Nigerian 
Army, Port Harcourt, Rivers State, Major General Enobong 
Udoh, has commended the Economic and Financial Crimes 
Commission, EFCC, for its “impressive roles” in checking illegal 
oil bunkering and other acts of economic sabotage in the Niger 
Delta region.

Threat Assessment
To read MAST’s current Threat Assessment on the Gulf of Guin-
ea region, please click here.
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South East Asia
The Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission (MACC) has detained 22 people, including six maritime and 
fisheries agency officers, over alleged involvement in an illegal fishing syndicate encroaching on Malay-
sian waters. Investigations by MACC and the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) also led 
to the arrest of seven Vietnamese suspects, including a woman with a “Datuk” title, who were believed 
to have been bribing Malaysian officials in order to have their fishing boats released after they were 
seized for encroaching on Malaysian waters.

Hijack 

Kidnap

Approach/Attack

Suspicious Activity 

Incidents: 
1. Two robbers armed with knives and sticks boarded anchored 
Liberia-flagged bulk carrier at 2050 UTC in position 0:15.73S - 
117:35.50E, Muara Berau anchorage, Samarinda, Indonesia via 
the anchor chain during cargo operations. They threatened the 
duty AB and OOW with knives, stole ship’s property and fled 
with their accomplices in a waiting boat. The alarm was raised 
and all crew alerted. The Master was unsuccessful in contact-
ing port control. Indonesian Marine Police boarded the ship for 
investigation. Reported (IMB) 3rd Nov. 

2. Three robbers armed with knives, in a small wooden boat 
with outboard engine boarded anchored Singapore-flagged 
supply ship at 1909 UTC in position 01:11.10N - 103:59.70E, 
Batu Ampar anchorage, Batam, Indonesia. Duty AB on routine 
rounds spotted the robbers and shouted at them resulting in 
the robbers threatening him with their knives. The AB immedi-
ately informed the bridge and the alarm was raised. Upon hear-
ing the alarm and seeing the crew alertness, the robbers fled. A 
search was carried out, following which it was determined that 
ship’s property had been stolen. Reported (IMB) 3rd Nov.

3. Duty watch on board anchored Bahamas-flagged tanker spot-
ted a robber near the emergency generator room at 2000 UTC 
in position 07:51S - 109:04E, Cilacap Anchorage, Indonesia. 
The alarm was raised and all crew mustered. Upon hearing the 

alarm, the robber along with three others were seen fleeing 
from the emergency generator room. A search was carried out, 
following which it was determined that nothing had been sto-
len. Port control informed through local agents. Reported (IMB) 
27th Oct.

Troops kill 9 more Maute group stragglers
Philippine troops have killed nine more terrorists, as a firefight 
ensued while the soldiers were conducting clearing operations 
in Marawi City, a military official said Monday, November 6th.

Philippines hunts for possible new Islamic State ‘emir’
Philippine authorities were on the lookout on Monday for a Ma-
laysian who could be the new leader of pro-Islamic State groups 
in Southeast Asia, security chiefs said, following the deaths of 
several high-profile regional extremists.

Threat Assessment
To read MAST’s current Threat Assessment on the South East 
Asia region, please click here.

MAST is able to provide an armed protection solution to clients 
transiting the region. Please contact us for further details. 

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

Theft

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

1
2

2

3

http://mast-security.com/en/services/counter-piracy/south-east-asia/
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
http://www.mast-security.com/


 12

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

Central and South America 
Nothing significant to report.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Standing advice: 
The repercussions of a vessel being caught acting as a mule with 
drugs stowed will depend on the type, amount and national 
laws, but may be disruptive and costly. When and if operating 
in these areas, especially Columbia and Peru, it is advised that: 
• Potential stowage areas such as rudder shafts are denied as 
far as possible, and/or routinely searched. 
• Access points are closely monitored by a vigilant watch for the 
duration of the vessel’s call at port. 

Hijack

Kidnap

Approach/Attack

Suspicious Activity 

Theft 
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Severe Weather Warnings 
Warnings detailed on this page are from the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) and are issued 
by respective Regional Specialised Metrological Centres, Tropical Cyclone Centres or National Meteoro-
logical Services. For further information on severe weather warnings please click here.   

Note: The forecasts are correct as of the day before publication. For latest updates please follow the provided links. 

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

Nothing significant to report.

http://severe.worldweather.wmo.int/
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